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COVID’s curse has been a
blessing for the local clinical
trials industry, with interna-
tional demand booming
thanks to South Australia’s
relatively clean coronavirus re-
cord and world class facilities.

Clinical research group
CMAX, based in the North
Terrace Health and Biomedi-
cal Precinct, is being inundated
with inquiries and is so busy it
has moved administrative staff
off-site while it puts in another
16 patient beds by the end of
the year for a total of 66.

CMAX chief executive Jane
Kelly said clinical trials around
the world “ground to a halt”
when the pandemic hit and
major pharmaceutical com-
panies as well as small-to-me-
dium firms are looking for safe
alternatives.

“Requests are going
through the roof at the mo-
ment. There are great oppor-
tunities ahead and Adelaide
with its good COVID record is
seen as really attractive,” Ms
Kelly said.

“We are putting in extra
beds and hiring extra staff to
meet demand and are looking
for participants for clinical
trials.”

Ms Kelly said the interest
was coming from around the
world and she expected to see
significant growth as compan-
ies saw the benefits of trials in
SA.

“Good word of mouth is
phenomenal in this industry.
Historically a lot of our work
has come from the US but in-
quiries are also coming from
Europe, from Asia such as
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Fixed rates 
in vogue 
ONE in five Australians now
prefer a mortgage that has
both variable and fixed rates, a
new survey has revealed.

A Finder poll of 1000 people
found 20 per cent would opt
for split mortgage, dividing the
loan into fixed and variable
portions. 

About 19 per cent would re-
finance to a variable loan,
while 17 per cent would prefer
to lock in their rate for a set pe-
riod of time with a fixed-rate
mortgage. The remaining 43
per cent were undecided.

Finder insights manager
Graham Cooke said fixed-rate
loans were back in vogue.

from China, Taiwan, Japan
and South Korea, even from
Israel,” she said.

Recce Pharmaceuticals is
commercialising a new Austra-
lian-invented synthetic anti-
biotic to fight antibiotic-
resistant superbugs and chose
CMAX for the Phase I study
assessing safety in up to 40
healthy human subjects.

The firm considered run-
ning the study in the US, Syd-
ney or Melbourne but decided
on Adelaide because of its low
COVID-19 rates and the qual-
ity of the CMAX facility.

Recce Pharmaceuticals
chief executive James Graham
said: “It is very clear Adelaide
punches well above its weight
when it comes to clinical trials
for new drugs. We quickly re-
alised the facilities and capa-
bilities of the staff at the
Adelaide facility were second
to none anywhere in the
world.” 

He said SA’s low COVID
rates gave biotech companies
conducting important clinical
trials “confidence there will be
fewer potential delays”. 

“We also believe it will help
minimise any potential risks to
patients, staff and also to the
significant investments made
to date,” he said.
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Medical research boom 

Eleni Pitkin with son Connor, 9, and daughter Emily, 12, at Whyalla jetty. Picture: Josh Berkett

WHYALLA’S $7.8m jetty – 
the only one of its kind in the 
southern hemisphere – has 
opened to the public.

The new jetty, which is 
167m long and features a 
circular boardwalk, is 
expected to be a drawcard 
for fishers and tourists.

Mayor Clare McLaughlin
trumpeted the opening as a 
“truly spectacular 
achievement”, saying it 

would “help put Whyalla on 
the map”.

The State Government 
contributed $1m towards the 
build, while GFG Alliance 
donated 150 tonnes of 
structural steel from the 
Whyalla Steelworks.

“It’s fantastic to have the
city’s main industry 
contribute to such an 
important community asset, 
and is further evidence of 
(the) council and GFG 
working together to 

transform our great city,” Ms 
McLaughlin said.

Eleni Pitkin and her 
daughter Emily, 12, and son 
Connor, 9, were among 
residents checking out the 
development after its 
opening yesterday.

“I think it’s absolutely 
beautiful,” Ms Pitkin said. 

“It’s lovely to just go down
for a walk during the day or 
on the weekend with the 
kids or for a spot of fishing. 
It’s a real asset for Whyalla.”
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STEEL CITY JETTY GOES FULL CIRCLE

A CAR that caught alight on
the South Eastern Freeway,
between Crafers and Stirling,
caused heavy delays for com-
muters yesterday morning.

The vehicle burst into
flames just after 7.10am, caus-
ing traffic holdups in both di-
rections, pictured courtesy
Channel 7.

Just one lane was open on
the uptrack at
Crafers, with
cars banked
up to Eagle
On The Hill.

City-bound
traffic was also
affected and
r o a d w o r k s
further added
to delays, as
v e h i c l e s

banked up past Bridgewater.
The driver reportedly tried

to pull over when his engine
started smoking but he
couldn’t find a break in the
roadworks.

The freeway was reopened
10.20am.

Meanwhile, a shed at Mile
End was completely destroyed
after a fire broke out just be-
fore 9.30am.

There were no injuries and
the damage bill was estimated
at $20,000. The shed con-
tained electrical equipment,
gym gear and power tools.

Freeway 
fire sparks
long delays 
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Election Results

WM0259

City of Unley

Supplementary Election of Councillor for Parkside Ward

Conducted on Wednesday 9 September 2020

Formal Ballot Papers – 943 Informal Ballot Papers – 5 Quota – 472

 First  Votes at  
Candidates Preference  Elected/Excluded Election/  Count 
 Votes  Exclusion 

DABROWSKI, Rob 170  333 14
JACOBS, Brent 94 Excluded 100 3
HARRISON, Ryan 113 Excluded 140 5
DOYLE, Luke 173 Excluded 229 9
SMOLUCHA, Luke 68 Excluded 68 2
BONHAM, Jennifer 325 Elected 440 14

Mick Sherry 
RETURNING OFFICER


